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FIND MORE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
You can now find out more about Denmark, 

the Amazon rainforest and suspension 
bridges, and watch a bagpipe troupe in 
action. But remember to always follow 

your family’s rules about staying safe on 
the internet. Search for  

Parrot Street Book Club

Tomaso  
Albinoni  

lived from 1671 
to 1751 in Venice, 
Italy. In his day he 
was known as the 

composer of almost 
50 operas. He is now 
remembered more 

for his instrumental 
music, particularly his 

oboe concertos. 

Sergei 
Rachmaninoff,   

who lived from 1873 to 
1943, is known not only 
as a great composer but 

an exceptionally talented 
concert pianist. He came to 
prominence in Russia when 

he was just 18 years old 
and his Piano Concerto  

No. 2 is often cited as 
one of the most popular 

classical pieces of all time.

Johan  
Pachelbel    

was a German composer, 
organist and music teacher 

who lived from 1653 to 1706. 
His most famous piece is his 

Canon in D which features 
just 3 violins and 1 cello.  

It is now extremely popular at 
weddings and has been used 

in a number of adverts.  
Do you recognise it?

This book fired  
our imaginations

Activity 
Pack

READING GROUP

COCKATOO

Marvellous musicians

What dog keeps  
the best time?   
A watch dog! 

Fun fact
The world record for the 

largest string ensemble 

was set in Florida, USA, in 

2011, when 858 players 

came together to play 

Pachelbel’s Canon  

in D!



Plan your own 
scavenger 

hunt
It’s easy to create your own scavenger 
hunt, at home, in the garden, at your 

local park or on a day trip. Ask an adult 
to create a list of things to find or create 

a list for your siblings and ask them 
to create one for you. If you’re doing 
it at home, you could hide particular 

objects around the house. Or if you’re 
doing it out and about somewhere, 
it could be a list of things for you to 

photograph or collect. Try and be as 
creative as you can!

Hogwarts’ Moaning Myrtle, Ishmael the 
ghostly mouse in Goth Girl and ghost dog 

Knitbone Pepper are just three of the 
ghostly characters we love. 

Do you have a favourite ghost story? 
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Ghosts
and ghouls

Things 
to think about...

1. What does Elise see in the dog 
that her dad doesn’t?

2. Does the name Prince Valiant the 
Great suit him? Do you know what 
your name means? Does it suit 
you?

3. Elise isn’t allowed to touch the 
model of the suspension bridge, 
but sometimes she can’t help it. 
Why not? How do you think she 
feels about her mum?

4. What did you think of the family’s 
Halloween celebration? Do you 
enjoy Halloween?

5. Elise sends her mum salty 
liquorice as a remedy for feeling 
homesick. What would you want if 
you were homesick?

6. Do you think it is better to be 
brave or to allow yourself to feel 
your feelings? Why?

7. Did you expect the ending? What 
do you think happened to the 
dog?

8. Elise says ‘there doesn’t have to 
be an explanation for everything. 
It was nice that some things 
couldn’t be explained’. Do you 
agree?
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A suspension bridge is a type of bridge 
in which the deck is hung from cables 

between two (or more) supports.

The first modern suspension bridge was 
built in 1801 in Pennsylvania, USA, by 

inventor James Finley.

The longest cable suspension bridge in the 
world is in Japan. It connects the islands 

of Honshu and Shikoku and the main span 
measures 1990.8m in length.

The longest suspension bridge for 
pedestrians is also in Japan, in the town of 

Kokonoe. It spans a length of 390m.

When the suspension bridge over the Si Du 
River in Hubei, China, was built, the first 
suspension cable to be secured was fired 
across the 500m-wide valley by rocket, 
rather than flown across by helicopter. 

The bridge opened to traffic in 2009. 

The longest suspension bridge in the UK 
is the Humber Bridge near Kingston upon 
Hull. The bridge itself is 2,220m long, but 
it has a span length of 1,140m (making 
it the fifth largest span for a suspension 

bridge in the world).

89 year-old Donald H. Betty of 
Pennsylvania, USA, holds the record for 

having walked across the most suspension 
bridges. Donald has crossed a total of 150 
suspension bridges, including 26 of the 

longest in the world. 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
The amazing  
Amazon rainforest  
• The Amazon rainforest is the largest tropical 

rainforest in the world, covering 2.1 million 
square miles. If it was a country it would be  
the 9th largest in the world!

• Over 60% of the Amazon rainforest is in Brazil, 
although 8 other countries share the rest of it. 
They are Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana. 

• Its warm, wet climate means that the Amazon 
rainforest contains an exceptionally diverse 
ecosystem. It holds approximately 40,000 
different types of plant, 1300 species of bird, 
3000 species of fish, 430 mammals and an  
amazing 2.5 million insects!

• Famed for its fearsome creatures,  
the Amazon rainforest is home to electric  
eels, piranhas, anacondas, jaguars  
and poison dart frogs. 

• The Amazon rainforest is sometimes known 
as ‘the lungs of the planet’ because its trees 
produce more than 20% of the world’s oxygen.

• Today around 250,000 Amazon natives are 
thought to inhabit the Amazon rainforest, 
speaking over 170 different languages. It’s 
believed there may be up to 50 tribes living 
deep in the rainforest who have never  
made contact with the rest of the world. 

• The loudest animal in the Amazon  
rainforest is the toucan. Its calls can  
be heard up to 800m away!
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Over to you... Here’s what Charlotte (aged 7 ¾) thought of Kurt Gets Truckloads:

‘I loved reading Kurt Gets Truckloads because it was so unpredictable. I never knew 
what would happen next! It was SOOOO good I read it all in one go! The book teaches 
everyone a good lesson, that you should never be nasty even if you have truckloads of 
money.’

Charlotte wins an exclusive Parrot Street bookmark. If you would like to appear here 
next month, send us a photo, drawing or short book review. Find ways to contact us at 
the bottom of the page.

You might also be interested in these titles from Wacky Bee...

Double Felix  
by Sally Harris 

Eleven-year-old Felix Twain’s life 
revolves around the number two. 

He skips every second step when he 
takes the stairs, taps door handles 

twice and positions objects in pairs. 
The problem has become so bad that 
Felix is on the verge of being expelled 

from school because the principal 
has had enough of trying to run the 

school around his very specific rules. 

Then Charlie Pye arrives and turns his 
world upside down. She’s grown up 
with very few rules. She eats cereal 

for lunch, calls a boat home, and has 
a very loose interpretation of school 

uniform. The question is, can Felix 
ever learn to be wrong when he is so 

obsessed with being right?

 

Dougal Daley: It’s Not My Fault! 
by Jackie Marchant  

“I, Dougal Daley, am dead! Ok I’m not 
actually dead. But if I’m not careful  

I soon will be.” 

In this first book, football-loving 
Dougal Daley finds himself at risk 

from the mysterious creature living 
in the garden shed. Nobody believes 

him but as a precaution, he sets upon 
writing his will - rewarding those who 
help him and disinheriting those who 

get on his bad side. Meanwhile, as 
limbs and windows alike are broken 

by rogue footballs and unhinged 
canines, Dougal finds himself in all 
sorts of trouble... and NONE of it is 

his fault!

Dougal Daley:  
Where’s My Tarantula? 

by Jackie Marchant  

“Mum,” I yelled. “Sybil, the Goliath 
bird-eater spider, is no longer in  

my room!” 

In this second book, football-loving 
Dougal Daley once again finds 

himself on the wrong side of almost 
everyone. Someone has stolen his 
pet tarantula, Sybil (named after 

his sister – they both have very 
hairy legs), and she (the spider, not 
the sister) is being held to ransom. 
Dougal must fulfill the kidnapper’s 

demands before poor Sybil is 
tortured...one leg at a time!

FEATURED 
SUBSCRIBER

Stars and planets answers: 1. Ursa Major / 2. Mars / 3. Saturn / 4. Pluto / 5. 
Jupiter / 6. Ganymede / 7. Mercury / 8. Orion / 9. Venus / 10. Cassiopeia


